
Fairylands Loop TrackFairylands Loop Track

This         walk         loops         around         a         section         of         the         Lane         Cove
River.                  Starting         at         Fullers         Bridge,         the         walk         follows
the         Great         North         walk         through         the         historic         site         of
Fairylands         to         Epping         road         before         crossing         the         Lane
Cove         river         and         heading         up         the         other         bank         of         the
river,         passing         through         a         variety         of         environments
including         a         Golf         Course.         The         walk         then         returns         to
Fullers         Bridge.
Lane         Cove         National         Park

Length:
Time:
Climb:
Style:
Rating:
Where:
Transport:

5.3         km
2         hrs         30         mins
175         m
Circuit
Track:         Hard
2.6         km         W         of         Chatswood
bus         car

Visit www.wildwalks.com  for more info
Side         trips         and         Alternate         routes         mentioned         in         these         notes         are         not         included         in         the         tracks         overall         rating,         distance         or         time         estimate.         The         notes         only         describe         the         side
trips         and         Alternate         routes         in         one         direction.         Allow         extra         time         for         resting         and         exploring         areas         of         interest.         Please         ensure         you         and         your         group         are         well         prepared
and         equipped         for         all         possible         hazards         and         delays.         The         authors,         staff         and         owners         of         wildwalks         take         care         in         preparing         these         notes         but         will         not         accept
responsibility         for         any         inconvenience,         loss         or         injury         sustained         by         using         these         notes         or         maps.         Please         take         care         and         share         your         experience         through         the         website.
Please check park closures, weather information and Fire Danger Rating just before leaving for your walk. Walk maybe closed during Total Fire Ban.
GPS for start and end of this walk:-33.793,151.1561

                  

 Going for a walk?
 For your outdoor clothing needs visit Sherpa. And while you're there...  
 subscribe to our email updates for all the latest news and product information from Sherpa.
 By signing up you'll go into the monthly draw to win a quality Sherpa product.
 Visit Sherpa now to check out our range and sign up.   

Corner of Delhi Rd and River Ave to Int. of Quebec Rd and Fairyland Track  0.9km 15 mins 
 (From S) From the intersection on River Ave (near Delhi Rd), this walk follows the 'Great North Walk - Sydney Cove'
sign up along the rocky track. The track soon leads up a steep rock staircase and past a small bench seat. The track
continues to wind quite steeply up, passing a few GNW arrow posts and winding among some large boulders to climb up
onto a large, flat rock platform. Here, the walk veers left and follows a mostly flat narrow track through the bush for about
170m, then heads around a locked gate to find the end of Quebec Rd. 
 Continue straight: From the locked gate, this walk follows the sealed Quebec Rd, keeping the fenced Northern Suburbs
Memorial Gardens on your right. The narrow road continues for about 300m passing a couple of driveways (to your left)
to come to a T-intersection with Quebec Rd and Fairylands Ave. Here the walk turns right and follows the now wider
Quebec Rd as it bends left and leads downhill. Just before the road bends left again (near the bottom of this hill) this
walk comes to an intersection with a track (on your right), marked with a GNW arrow post.  

Int of Quebec Rd and Fairyland Track to River view  0.1km 3 mins 
 (From 0.88 km) Turn right: From the opposite number 101 Quebec Rd, this walk follows the GNW arrow post, under the
power lines and down the track past the 'Dogs Strictly Prohibited' and 'Lane Cove National Park - Fairlyland Track' signs.
The track soon leads over a short section of timber boardwalk and along the track for a bit over 100m to an unfenced
rock platform, with river views (on your left).  

 Lookout    
 This small, informal and unfenced viewpoint is atop a large natural rock platform, between Fairyland and River Ave.
There are a few in the area, but this is the most distinct. From here, there are nice views down the Lane Cove River. The
area is unfenced and there is a significant drop off the side.  

River view to Fairyland  0.4km 5 mins 
 (From 1.01 km) Continue straight: From the view point, this walk heads along the flat track whilst keeping the river below
to your left. After about 150m, this walk starts to lead down a set of timber steps, winding down then along short timber
boardwalk to come to a 'Site of Fairyland Pleasure Grounds' information sign. The walk continues along the track through
the ferns to an intersection beside a large palm tree, just past the 'Fairyland Pleasure Grounds' sign where a short track
on the left leads to a seat beside Lane Cove River.  

 Fairyland    
 Once formally known as 'Fairyland Pleasure Grounds', and casually as 'The Rest', this site was similar to several others
in Sydney. The land was purchased by Robert Swan in 1896 and encompassed about 17 acres in total. Part of the land
was cleared for a market garden, growing strawberries and melons. By the early 1900s, the market garden had closed
and the area had become a popular picnic and play ground, for people arriving mostly by boat. This was a very popular
spot to visit for a special day out. Today, the buildings have (mostly) gone and the cleared area has grown back, but it
still can offer a relaxing picnic and lunch spot by the river.  
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Fairyland to Int. Corporate Park Scenic Trail and Great North Walk  0.4km 10 mins 
 (From 1.37 km) Continue straight: From the centre of Fairylands, this walk follows the GNW arrow post, keeping the
Lane Cove River through the trees to your left and soon passing the 'Take Yourself Back to Fairyland' photo sign. The
walk then follows the timber boardwalk through the moist forest to the 'Site of Fairyland Pleasure Grounds' information
sign, where the track then leads up a series of timber and dirt steps out of the old pleasure grounds. At the top of the
steps, the track bends sharply left then continues uphill for another 70m or so. Here, the track leads down and over a
small flat timber bridge then up to a signposted intersection in view of a concrete building (up to your right) and a high
tension transmission tower (to your left).  

Int. Corporate Park Scenic Trail and Great North Walk to Mowbray car park (near oval)  0.9km 10 mins 
 (From 1.79 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow downhill along the track,
passing under the power lines whilst keeping the transmission tower to your left. Soon after passing closer to this tower,
the rocky track leads uphill for about 100m and crosses a timber bridge with a hand rail. From here, the walk crosses two
short flat timber bridges then leads past a short rock wall. Soon after this, the track leads up a series of timber steps and
just after flattening out, this walk comes to a signposted intersection with a concrete footpath, beside Epping Road
bridge. 
 Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Great North Walk' sign down a few steps and along the footpath
under the bridge. On the other side of the bridge, this walk turns right and heads up the stairs to an intersection with a
wide shared footpath beside Epping Rd. 
 Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post down across the main bridge span, keeping the
traffic to your left. After almost 100m, this walk comes to the other side of the bridge, where there is an intersection with
another set of stairs (on your right) and another GNW arrow. 
 Turn right: From the intersection, this walk heads down the stairs away from the main road, to turn right under the
bridge. The track heads under the bridge to come out the other side, continuing along the river bank for approximately
50m to the car park.  

Mowbray car park (near oval) to 8th Green  1.7km 15 mins 
 (From 2.65 km) Veer right: From the intersection, this walk heads up the stairs, keeping the oval on the left of the walk
as it winds around the hill. The walk leads to a park bench and intersection, above the spectators' stand. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk leads across the grassed area to a 'Mowbray Park' sign before a
bridge. The track passes the sign and bridge to continue to wind through the bush for approximately 60m, to a
signposted intersection. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads up the hill away from the athletics oval, keeping the valley of
the river on the left. The track winds through the bush, passing by a track (which leads to a rockshelf lookout on the left)
and continuing on to a signposted intersection. 
 Turn left: From the intersection, the walk heads down the stairs with a large boulder to the left of the track. The track
passes under a large fig tree to continue down to a signposted intersection. 
 Veer right: From the intersection, this walk heads along the Lane Cove River, with the water to the left of the track. The
track quickly opens out onto a clearing next to the river bank. The track continues left for a few more metres, before two
sections of boardwalked track lead to a signposted intersection. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the direction of the 'River Track' arrow, keeping the river below
on the left of the track. Large sections of track are suspended above the mangroves on a boardwalk. The track winds
along the Lane Cove River bank for approximately 400m to a signposted intersection. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads south-east, keeping the river below on the left. The track has
boardwalks in sections which are raised above the mangroves. The track continues to a signposted intersection. 
 Veer left: From the intersection, this walk heads along the line of mangroves and river (on the left of the track). The walk
continues for a short time to come out onto the management trail, behind the green of the 8th fairway on Chatswood Golf
Course.  

8th Green to Int. Fairway and Delhi Rd  0.7km 5 mins 
 (From 4.32 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads down the hill and across the bridge. The walk
hugs the treeline, continuing down the left of the 8th Fairway, with the Lane Cove River to the left. The walk passes the
8th Tee and heads past the metal fence to come to the signposted intersection. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads away from the golf course, following the Lane Cove River (on
the left of the track). The walk continues under the river bank's shady vegetation for a short time to the intersection of
Delhi Rd and Lady Game Dr.  
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Int. Fairway and Delhi Rd to Corner of Delhi Rd and River Ave  0.3km 5 mins 
 (From 5 km) Turn sharp left: From the intersection, this walk heads down (away from the road) and under Fullers Bridge,
then comes up the other side to meet the footpath next to Lady Game Drive, opposite Fullers Park. 
 Turn sharp right: From the intersection, the walk follows Lady Game Drive towards the set of traffic lights, and soon
reaches the intersection with Delhi Rd. 
 Turn right: From the corner of Lady Game Drive and Delhi Rd, this walk follows the footpath beside Delhi Rd, across
Fullers Bridge. Just on the far side of the bridge, this walk comes to an intersection with a footpath (and steps, on your
right) about 15m before the bus stop shelter. 
 Turn right: From the intersection between the bus stop and bridge, this walk heads down the steps (away from the road)
to almost immediately come to an intersection with another footpath. 
 Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows the footpath under Fullers Bridge and comes to the end of a minor
road, in front of the 'Riverside Cafe Bar AND Grill'. 
 Turn right: From in front of 'Riverside Cafe Bar & Grill', this walk heads up along the minor road. At the T-intersection
with River Ave, this walk crosses the road to find a 'Great North Walk' signposted intersection.  

 Riverside Cafe Bar & Grill    
 The Riverside Cafe is found at the end of service road on the south-west corner of Fullers Bridge. The nicely renovated
building looks over the Lane Cove River and is open 7 days, serving breakfast, lunch and dinner. The food is cafe-style
and meals are priced upwards from $13. Ph: (02) 9412 3773.  

 A         list         of         paper         topographical         maps         that         cover         this         walk
Parramatta River 1:25 000 Map Series
 Sydney 1:100 000 Map Series

 Nearby         outdoor         and         camping         stores
Mountain Equipment 72 Archer St Chatswood (02) 9419 6955
Larry Adler Ski & Outdoor 77 Archer St Chatswood (02) 9412 4777
Mountain Designs Shop 16/ 9 Spring St Chatswood (02) 9415 4566
Kangaroo Tent City & BBQs 165-167 Victoria Avenue Chatswood (02) 9884 9199
One Stop Adventure Shop 1045 Victoria Rd West Ryde (02) 9858 5844
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Map         Scale         1         km

Base         map         is         used         under         licence         and         is         (c)         Department         of         lands                           Panorama         Avenue         Bathurst         2795                           www.lands.nsw.gov.au
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